Hiik’1

BIG SNAKE

William Joseph

Hoyyam k’awi Nisendanim Hiik’i en, tukwoonohahat’om. ..
In the early days when an Indian saw the Big Snake, he would always have a fit

... banak’dm wik’eli btite ¢c’enon idawt’om...
and would not wake up till daybreak when he would arrive,

... sedeydikim koolndan simnaan sedéyt’om.
bloody from the nose and with a bleeding mouth.

Han miymenim okomenim k’awi koymdéom doot’om mihé.
A rattlesnake would bite him the following summer.

Hac’e weneni motin, him manayi siyéet’om hipiwnaan lamkiskisna, hukitt’om.
They made him drink medicine, made a small house a little ways from the camp, and put him there.

Hac’e bdoppayim kiyistm...
All sorts of animals,

... koymoéom, pic’ak’am, okopeypeyim, ¢’ayahapim, weenanam, palim...
rattlesnake, lizard, horned lizard, whipsnake, garter snake, racer snake,

... tdadawt’om mihé ismadi.
each came to where he was staying.

Hac’e payeltit’om witteem payelni...
The Indians fed him with one kind of food,

... c’ayki payeltiménte, witteem payelni payeltit’om.
they did not let him eat anything else but fed him with one kind of food.
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Han wené motihahat’om.
They made him drink medicine regularly.

Han miyém weneni yuc’tut’om miim koymoohé doomam k’i#né.
They washed the scar of the rattlesnake bite with that medicine.

Han wadaac’é, biite isiptit’om mihé.
They did not let him out until he had recovered.

Han huslat’om.
Then they had a Small Time.

Han payeltit’om mihé baoppayim payelihi.
They gave him all kinds of food.

Han husipin, helop’tit’om mihé bahopim weneni otatin.
They took him out and made him sweat with all kinds of medicine.

Han biite huslan, payeltit’om basppayim payelihi.
Then only they held a Small Time, and gave him all kinds of food.

Miyaatit’om koymoom dooc’é.
That is the way they did when the rattlesnake bit.

Han koymoom dooc’é min,
If a rattlesnake bites you,

... min tooyeemam — kopeeta, pandaka — c’aymisé méyt’om...
you must always give away to others what you were carrying — gun, bow, etc.,

... min omitmam koosa basppay méyt’om ¢’aymisé, mooda’omisin.
and the clothes you had on you must give away to others, to ward off evil from yourself.

Han miyaatimenin min osek’aa me’usan, yootaytatayéet’om.
If you don’t do that but try to keep your valuables, you will have bad luck all the time.
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Miyéet’om miyém...
That was that...

... hoyyam k’awi muk’utin bi#k’t’om miim Hiik’i...
in the early days they were very much afraid of that Big Snake,
... lok’k’éepaymént’om ané Hiik’im.

there were not very many of the Big Snakes.

Hac’e weté maydike yootaytihi daak’an, han wahophahat’om.
But when the Big Snake wanted to give a man bad luck, it always appeared.

Hac’e maydikim en, yootayt’om hank’eenopay...
When a man saw that, he was unlucky all the time,

... miyaana Nisenaanim biik’t’om miyaki.
that is why the Indians feared that kind.

Miim miim nisé hoyya biik’mam k’aam...
That is what we used to fear in the old days...

... beydim Wolémisém idawic’¢, wek’awim miyém.
now after the White people have come, there are no more of those.

Mitm miyém, hoyya emam k’aam.
That is that, that is what they used to see in the early days.
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CAST OF CHARACTERS
Hiik’ Big Snake

HELPFUL VOCABULARY

Koyméo ‘Rattlesnake’

Doo ‘To bite’

Biik’ “To fear’

Payelti ‘To feed, to make someone eat’

Wené ‘Medicine’

-t’om A word-ending that means the event happened a while ago.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Do you know any other stories about snakes?

Did any words or phrases stand out to you?

BRAIN TEASER

The word payél means ‘to eat’ and the word payelti means ‘to feed (someone)’, or literally, ‘to
cause (someone) to eat’. The word mo means ‘to drink’. What do you think the word moti means?

ABOUT THIS STORY ...

This story was told by William Joseph, a.k.a. Bill Joe, a Nisenan man from Amador County, to
Hans J. Uldall in the 1930’s and adapted by the SSBMI Language Department for Beeteyihi.

Bill Joe never saw Hiik’i himself, but he said that he did see its slimy trail once when he was near
Ione. He says that its trail was “as wide as a wagon road”!

If you have questions about the story, please contact language@ssband.org.
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